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ICHIAKHALIL East Pak-
istan — Bangla Desh sur-
rendered its last important
town without a fight yes-
terday and the Pakistan
civil war appeared to be
ended in the Western
Provinces bordering West
Bengal.

A Reuter correspondent
in India said that at the
airport of the outskirts of
Agartala, in India, but bor-
dered.on._three sides by
East 'Pakistan, he could
hear the sound of bombs
and artillery shells burst-
ing and see flashes and
palls of smoke at several
areas across the border.

Meanwhiler  Associated
Press reported from Cal-
cutta that the Pakistani
deputy high commissioner
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there hoisted the green, red
and gold flag of East Pak-
istan over his office yester-
day. His was the first for-
eign diplomalic mission 10
support the newly pro-
claimed,.indepegadent, re-
public of Bangla Desh.

The deputy high com-
missioner, Houssain Ali, arl
East Pakistani, announcec
the mission’s new alle-
giance.

A United Press Interna-
tional dispatch from New’
Delhi reported that Presi--
dent Varahgiri Venkatet
Giri of India said yesterday’
his government is consid-
ering recognizing the se-
cessionist rebel _govern-
ment in East Pakistan, The!

Pakistanl consulate in Cal-
cutta defected to the rebel
regime.

Giri told newsmen at
Gurusar Sudhar, 200 miles
northwest of New Delhi,
that India’'s sympathijes
were with the rebels but it
was up to Prime Minister
Indira Ghandi to make the
decision.__on___recognizing
their Bangla Desh (Bengal
Land) government.

As they have at town
after town during the last
10 days, the Bengali rebels
chose to retreat rather/ than
defend Meherpur.

From a small village half
a mile from Meherpur, oc-
casional mortar shots and
short bursts of rifle fire
could be heard, but_the
handful of East Pakistan
Rifle soldiers still around
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said that no one was man-
ning defensive positions in
the town. It appeared that
the advaneing = Pakistan
army was firing the mortar
shells io make completely
sure that all defenders had
time to flee,

Three| armed soldiers
passing through the small
village seemed to have re-
mained more to watch than
to fight, As the mortar

rounds fell slightly nearer,
they piled into a truck with
a dozen civilians and drove
toward India.

Most of their comrades

were already installed in °

India yesterday morning
before a shot was fired at
Meherpur.

An Indian border securi-
ty camp appeared to be
taking_care of about 200
East | Pakistan Riflemen.




